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An Analysis of Holden in The Catcher in the Rye
Abstract

Holden is a man of marked individuality. The key point what this paper analyzes is his personal characters. Holden lives in the society with contradictions. “Phony”, probably the most famous phrase from The Catcher in the Rye, is one of Holden’s favorite concepts. It is his catcher—all for describing hypocrisy and ugliness that encounters in the world around him. As a rebel, he is struggling with the world. Meanwhile he is in deep love with purity of his childhood and innocence of children. More importantly, he defends children’s soul and keeps watch the bright ideal. This paper centers on two major aspects to analyze characters of Holden. One is his rebellious spirit; the other is his consistent pursuit of defending purity and seeking lofty ideal.
Through a in-depth study on the personality of the leading character, this paper helps the readers understand the classical figure of Holden, the reality of American society after World War Ⅱand the profound significance of this work.

Key Words: innocence; rebel; phony

《麦田守望者》主人公霍尔顿人物形象分析
摘  要

霍尔顿的个性特征是本文分析的重点.主人公存在于矛盾对立的社会现实中。“假模假样”是《麦田里的守望者》这部小说中的经典语言，同时也是主人公惯用的词语。通过它足以把霍尔顿眼中世界的虚伪，丑恶诠释地淋漓尽致。作为社会的反叛者，主人公在孤独，踌躇中苦苦挣扎。叛逆的同时，他又对童年时光的纯真情有独钟,更重要的是他捍卫儿童心灵,守望美好的理想的形象更加发人深思。本文立足于霍尔顿矛盾性格对立的视角,分析其个性特征中的两大层面。一方面是透析他个性中的反叛性；另一方面是解读他捍卫纯真,守望美好的崇高理想。

关键词: 纯真；反叛；假模假样
（关键词是为了便于做文献索引和检索工作而从论文中选取出来用以表示全文主题内容信息的单词或术语，一般为3～5个。）
（请同学们注意：摘要是对学位论文内容不加注释和评论的简短陈述，具有独立性和自含性，即不阅读论文全文，就能获得必要的信息。摘要应突出作者的论点，尤其是具有创新性的成果和新见解。除了实在无变通办法可用外，摘要中不得使用图、表、非公知公用的符号和术语。摘要内容不要写成说明性的介绍，如“本文分几章，第一章说明课题来源，最后一章给出了全文结论，提出了今后研究方向等”。
（摘要中应只写论文主要内容，不写背景等，字数在200-300字之间。）
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Chapter 1 Introduction

Jerome David Salinger is born in New York City, on January1st, 1916. He grew up in Newswire and later attended three colleges. As early as the age of fifteen he began writing. When he was twenty one he published his first short story. After service as an infantry sergeant in Europe during World War Ⅱ he wrote more stories, most of which were published in Collier’s, Saturday Evening Post collected papers and other journals. Salinger, a man of mystery and conscientiousness, aliens from all things connected with the society. In Salinger’s works, his protagonists are often sensitive and very aware of adolescents, or adults who, in either case, seek their own identity in relation to an external world with which they find themselves more or less at odds. And also, alienation or disenchantment with the so-called “adult” world figures largely exists in his writings.
With the publication of The Catcher in the Rye in 1951, J. D. Salinger gained almost an immediate acceptance as being among the most significant post-World War Ⅱ American novelists. In The Catcher in the Rye, a 16 years old middle-school student, Holden, was dismissed by Pencey School for the fourth time. Then he chose to be a tramp. The three days’ vagrant life vividly reflects his experiences and feelings. It manifests the American young people’s depressed and indecisive psychology. And also, it shows us the hypocritical and repulsive of the adult world. What Holden had seen and heard had aroused the innumerable contemporary people’s intense sympathetic chord. Many adults also had a better understanding of the younger generations through reading this book. Holden, as an incompletely sensible child as well as an “adult”—just as a know-it-all, struggles to find the right path into adulthood. He finds the hypocrisy and ugliness of the world around him surprisingly unbearable. And through his visual angle he tried to protect himself from the pain and disappointment in the adult world. However, he is constantly distressed that he is keeping falling into adulthood and he finally realizes the aim of life that he is seeking for.
This paper focuses on the study of protagonist “Holden”, especially trying to further elaborate and analyze his classical image on the basis of his rebellious and innocent spirit. It helps readers to have a better understanding of the growing pain of this cynical and precocious boy. Meanwhile, it excavates the ideology and connotation of this classical work. 
正文是毕业论文的主体部分，正文部分不少于5000字。正文应分章节（用阿拉伯数字标注页码）        每章单起一页
除正文用Chapter 1, 2，3…标示外，应用阿拉伯数字表示一级、二级、三级等小标题，如1、1.1、1.1.1等。
论文的一级标题用小二号加粗、二级标题4.2用小三号加粗、三级4.1.2用四号加粗，正文一律用小四号，Times New Roman，1.5倍行距，每段首行统一缩进4-5个英文字符。     每章单起一页
所有引文均须有出处，出处在文中标注置于括号内，给出作者的英文姓名、出版年份和页码。例如转述意思的应为(Halliday, 1976)、直接引用为(Halliday, 2005（5）:134) 期刊写期数、(Jerome David Salinger, 2001:13-14)  等。
文内引用格式（对应《MLA科研论文写作规范》（第二版）第五章）
如果引用整段文字，超过四行，则不要放在句中引用，需要另起一段，并整段从左端缩进 5个空格。在引文的最后一个标点之后加上括号说明引用信息，此处括号后面不用加任何标点符号。
例子一律用圆括号和阿拉伯数字标明顺序，全文从头至尾自然顺序排序。（1），（2），……（30）  注意：不要按章节分开各自排序，是全文排序。 每例另起一行，左缩进一个中文字符。编号与例句之间不空格，回行时与上一好的例证/例句文字对齐。
列举用半括号1），2），……排序。
标题与内容不要分隔成两页（例子参见本例文第3页）
Chapter 2 The Hypocritical World in Holden’s Eyes

2.1 Hypocritical World

The society where Holden lives in is complex and modern. It is no longer the society which Thoreau or Adams lived in. People are surrounded by the hypocritical, indifferent, lowly and degenerated conditions. The Catcher in the Rye not only reveals the leading character’s living conditions, furthermore it demonstrates the so-called “the adult world” that makes someone to be afraid or to be sick.
In the novel, hypocritical, ugly scenes are displayed in every aspect. The advertisement for Pencey School would disturb you; the picture of horse jumping over fence gives, in his opinion, a false image of the school. In Holden’s judgment, Pencey is a home for dishonest, spoiled children, and not for idealized horsemen-to-be.
The great majority of movies—foreign, as well as American—create an unreal world that Holden finds unacceptable. The story of the particular movies recounted by Holden is a glorification of material success in typical soap opera fashion. False sorrows and happy endings are strewn about with a lavish hand.
Meanwhile, mass media is always glorifying the sensational and ugly things. All of the people surround him don’t do serious affairs. Instead, they are always talking about money, gamble, women, swindle and so on. In the society, people are willing to seek “conspicuous consumption”. The novel illustrates the entire process of jockeying for a superior materialistic image in our society. It is not actually necessary to own things; the appearance of ownership suffices. People who could not afford Cedillas (the status symbol par excellence) were buying tail fins to make their Chevrolets look like Cedillas. People who don’t own television sets were putting dummy television antennas on their roofs.
Everything is hypocritical in the eyes of Holden who is pursuing natural innocence. He detests it very much. 

标题与内容不要分隔，所以标题2.1.1空到下一页开始 
2.1.1 A Byword of Society—Phony

We find that one of the most often-used words in Holden’s lexicon is “phony”. It appears in the entire book more than 40 times. And also it is the most sensitive word for protagonist. He is constantly detecting sham motives in the people around him. At the beginning of the novel, the author tells the main reason why Holden left Elkton Hills middle school. It is said that “Because I was surrounded by phonies. That’s all. They were coming in the goddam window. For instance, they had this headmaster, Mr. Harsh that was the phoniest bastard I ever met in my life. Ten times worse than old Thurman (the headmaster of Pencey School). One Sundays, for instance, old Haas went around shaking hands with everybody’s parents when they drove up to school. He’d be charming as hell and all. Except if some boy had little old funny-looking parents. You should have seen the way he did with my roommate’s parents. I mean if a boy’s mother was sort of fat or corny-looking or something, and if somebody’s father was one of those guys that wear those suits with very big shoulders and corny black-and-white shoes, then old Haas would just shake hands with them and give them a phony smile and then he’d go talk, for maybe a half an hour, with somebody else’s parents.”  (Jerome David Salinger, 2001:13-14) From this part we may feel the meaning of phoniness.
Through reading more and more chapters, we get deeper understanding of “phony”. The situation in Pencey School is the same as Elkton Hills middle school. Pencey declares that it has cultivated innumerable outstanding and intelligent youths from 1888. The big words for Holden are of no use whatsoever. Strictly speaking, they are for the birds. “They don’t do any damn more molding at Pencey than they do at any other school.”  (Jerome David Salinger, 2001:2) In fact in anywhere persons and the matters are gaining fame by deceiving people. For the weekend evening meals, students have beefsteak or other food as usual. But this good food is taking for students by no means, because many students’ guardians always come to school on Sunday. The school authorities are afraid that the mother of child may ask the question about the dinner. The fraud concerns with beef made Holden to be extremely nasty. He tells the younger sister Phoebe, “It was one of the worst schools I ever went to. It was full of phonies. And mean guys. You never saw so many mean guys in your life.” (Jerome David Salinger, 2001:167) “Even the couple of ‘nice’ teachers on the faculty, they were phonies too.”  （Jerome David Salinger, 2001:168）Even that the cautious and prudent teacher Mr. Spencer was not an exception. Therefore, Holden believes, the students who are cultivated in this school, inevitably also like the teachers－the birds of the same feather. Another time he tells his girlfriend Sally, “You ought to go to a boys’ school sometime. It’s full of phonies, and all you do is study so that you can learn enough to be smart enough to be able to buy a goddam Cadillac some day, and you have to keep making believe you give a damn if the football team loses, and all you do is talk about girls and liquor and sex all day, and everybody sticks together in there dirty little goddam cliques.”（Jerome David Salinger, 2001:131）
2.1.2 Holden’s Sensitivity to Phony

As a typical rebel, Holden is sensitive to all hypocritical people and phony matters. He hates movies more than others. He regards his Brother D. B.’s screen play as degeneration. Because the movie has congested the baseless and irrational concoctions plot .The characters are all full of prunes and prism. In New York’s barroom, an old black man named Ernie is always playing the piano. Holden thinks the old man is in low standard when playing the piano. To Holden, the old man is merely made cleverness in trivial matters or the other glib tricks frequently. But the audience who regards themselves as so called experts, however, speaks highly of the black man. Holden thinks they are all mad. “People always clap for the wrong things. Anyway, when he was finished, and everybody was clapping their heads off, old Ernie turned around on his stool and gave this very phony, humble bow. Like as if he was a helluva humble guy, besides being a terrific piano player.”（Jerome David Salinger, 2001:84）Here, Holden bravely exposes the ugly essence covered by the civilized veil. He also knows that these psychological abnormalities of fellows in the Edmont hotel would turn to be the modest gentlemen or virtuous young women on the next day morning all of a sudden. Obviously, the misconduct behind the social masks cannot run away in front of Holden’s vision.
Especially the plot that disgusts protagonist deeply is the scene when he has a date with   his girlfriend. When he watches a play with Sally, he smokes cigarettes outside and he sees some audience taking rest outside the field after the first curtain. They just talk something senseless but it sounds that they are interested in it. Holden feels very sick about the situation. Holden thinks, “What a deal that was. You never saw so many phonies in all your life, everybody smoking their ears off and talking about the play so that everybody could hear and know how sharp they were.”（Jerome David Salinger, 2001:126）
Holden’s reaction for hypocrites is up to some degree of subtle. For instance when he just arrives at Edmont hotel, the waiter who guides him to enter the room was a 65 years old man. He considers that “He was one of those bald guys that comb all their hair over from the side to cover up the baldness.”（Jerome David Salinger, 2001:61） It also makes Holden losing heart on such a worthless detail. He thinks it is one kind of varnish or a sort of hypocritical actually. When seeing the old man, Holden is thinking “I’d rather be bald than do that.” （Jerome David Salinger, 2001: 61）
2.2 A Liar in the Hypocritical World

Perhaps the readers would recognize the contradictory characteristics about Holden. On the one hand, he detests dishonest very much. Ironically, on the other hand, he usually uses fabricated lies to others. It is true that in the novel, this point manifests very prominent. Holden explains, “I’m the most terrific liar you ever saw your life. It’s awful. If I’m on my way to the store to buy a magazine, even, and somebody asks me where I’m going I’m liable to say I’m going to the opera. It’s terrible. So when I told old Spencer, I had to go to the gym to get my equipment and stuff. That was a sheer lie. I don’t even keep my goddam equipment in the gum.”（Jerome David Salinger, 2001:16）We may see from the entire statements Holden simply makes irresponsible remarks everywhere. He not only speaks obscene words frequently, but also has reckless lexicon without causes. Take one of scenes for example, he fights against Stradlater for being jealous of Stradlater’s appointment with Jane, but he tells Ackley that his action is just to protect Ackley’s reputation absolutely. To him the fighter is that of defending against injustice. At the restroom of the bar in New York, he meets the man called “a terrible player” in time, but Holden actually speaks flatters to him insincerely. He tells a terrible player that the man is the best player he has never seen before. Later at night he wants to call Jane, his girlfriend, but the persons in charge of the opposite side’s school are unwilling to call her. Then in order to see his girlfriend immediately he says that he is Jane’s uncle. He tells nonsense that her aunt died of traffic accident just now. And what is more typically, Holden meets Mrs. Morrow, the mother of his classmate—Ernest Morrow on the way to New York by train. He is eager to tell the truth that Ernest Morrow is doubtless the biggest bastard that ever goes to Pencey, in the whole crumby history of the school. He is always going down the corridor, after he has a shower, snapping his soggy old wet towels people’s asses. That’s exactly the kind of a guy he was. But in order to flatter this attractive middle-aged woman, Holden fabricates the stories of how shyly her son is, how modest he is and everybody of the class is willing to elect her son as the class leader and so on. Moreover he assumes an identity and fabricated himself that he has “a small tumor in the brain steadily”. So he has to return home preparing for the surgery. Holden tells big words because he knows no matter whose mother she is, she wants to know how excellent her son is in the school... 
Holden’s counterfeit words and deeds are incompatible with a well-disposed pursuing person. But the contradiction in his disposition is real and credible actually. Holden tells lies in order to escape painfully embarrassing situation, at times, but more often his lies are completely purposeless. He just tells lies without any bad intention. In the novel, Holden meets with different people who lead him into the perpetration of different tangled skein of lies. Part of the psychological justification for this act— for which he feels remorse, and even when committing it arises from his inability to inflict pain. The lies demonstrate a youth’s psychological character including immature, the corrupt vanity, the deficient sense of responsibility and the cynical attitude towards life. The “phoniness” is not the comparison with the adult world. It is different from the adult world. Compared with the feigns, the cheat of regulations or mistrust of hypocritical essence with each other of the adult world, Holden’s baseless and irrational concoctions sometimes are the necessary ways to protect himself or the others to face up to the world and people with pleasure. Perhaps just because of this contradiction in his disposition, we feel the authenticity precisely.
Chapter 3 A Rebel Resenting the World 
3.1 A Rebel against Mundane Affairs
Through the novel we know, the society which Holden lives in requires high record of formal schooling of people. Everybody has to seek knowledge in order to become an outstanding person. But he looks down upon people around him. For example his father, his brother and so on. It is said that “The father who is making a lot of dough and plays golf and plays bridge and buys cars and drinks Martinis and looks like a hot-shot.”（Jerome David Salinger, 2001:172）His talent brother, D. B, who would rather go to Hollywood, expects to write preliminary scripts so as to make money. Anto Nepali, who is willing to married a rich but very old woman who is approximately 60 years older than him.  However, Holden doesn’t want to be the dust kicked up by them. So he chooses to be a rebel revolting against the realistic society according to the special value of ideas by himself including the unique motion and the language.
3.1.1 A Rebel against the School

At the beginning of the novel Holden is kicked out of Pencey failing 4 out of 5 courses.  But he hasn’t left the school in formulate time, instead, he rebels against the school by his own way. That is to say, he leaves school ahead of time, namely, three days. In his own initiative, he leaves school without outside impetus. He isn’t willing to study hard, which exactly expresses the rebellion against the US educational system.
The revolt spirit is also reflected in details in the novel. Holden visits his teacher Mr. Antolini. The kindhearted teacher gives him the constructive and natural suggestions rather than self-devastation suggestion—“The mark of the immature man is that he wants to die nobly for a cause, while the mark of mature man is that he wants to live humbly for one.”（Jerome David Salinger, 2001:188）What is Holden’s response to the sincere advice? His answer is as if either within our expectation or not. He has no interests in learning the suggestions except few words of thanks because of the teacher’s care for himself. Holden doesn’t accept the roles in the world by the constructive way, on the contrary, he rebels against the school and the family, even the world with the immature attitude.
Additionally, he displays the revolt mood through the words of counter-legitimate and counter-cultured. For instance, it appears frequently in his words “damn, goddamn, ass, old and so on.” These words appear with extremely high frequency and the fast speed. It seems as if that Holden is degenerating. The words inform that Holden has contaminated the abuse involuntarily. But behind those words, what are the precisely hiding meanings as Holden’s attitude towards everything? He curses “damn chill; god damn city” in the heart. His heart fills with the revolt and sorrow. His monstrous behavior or words departs from the standards of society customs.
3.1.2 A Symbol for the Rebel— Red Hunting Cap

In the novel, the red hunter hat is a typical symbol passing through the entire work. The hunting cap represents Holden’s passive resistance to many unpleasant aspects of life. He buys it when his schoolmates ostracize him and he wears it whenever he wants to retreat from unpleasant happenings.
In Holden’s dormitory, his hunter hat means unique meaning. It is said that, “I swung the old peak way around to the back very corny I admit but I liked it they way. I looked good in it that way.” （Jerome David Salinger, 2001:45）After fighting with Stradlater, he has demonstrated the behavior out of the ordinary once again. He says, “I put it on, and turned the old peak around to the back, the way I liked it ...” （Jerome David Salinger, 2001:45）He puts on the hunter hat once again at the time of leaving Pencey. He turns the duck tongue to the back of head. His action on his hat doesn’t just show his pleasure but his deliberate intention. He always says he likes it that way. He just likes it that way” The emphasis indicates his conscious choice clearly. And also it obviously shows that he does things in a perverse way rebelling against the social custom and the disunity. Holden attempts to expresses his aspiration by his unusual action. 
From all above, his revolt nearly has no also rational analysis of thought to some extent. Therefore, the rebellious behavior has the psychological characteristics with seditions and this is a revolt of general behavior. Undoubtedly, this rebellious behavior has unique meaning at that time inevitably.
Thus, facing with the ugly social reality that influenced by what he sees and hears, Holden chooses to rebel without the least hesitation. However, the revolt strength is tiny and the revolt process is difficult and slow. He is just like falling into mire inescapably.
3.2 Evading in the Revolt

In the novel, Holden strolls three days and nights and witnesses the exterior adult world full of grotesque, gaudy, false and ugly. In his eyes, he is sensitive to the world and isn’t identified himself with it. He wants to get rid of lonely and sought understandings in the bustling and clamorous world. So he attempts to communicate with other people according to adult’s patterns. It’s true that he is longing for understanding and love. But like any other child, and like many an adult too, Holden has an overwhelming desire and needs to be noticed.
Holden frequently gets in and out many kinds of public places, such as the bar, the theater, the cinema, the park, and the museum. He invites the persons with telephone, regardless of the taxi driver or a stranger in the restroom. But to his pity, the result is either a rejection or having no things in common. Here is an example chosen from The Catcher in the Rye. After Holden leaves his home, the first person he meets is Mrs. Morrow–a schoolmate’s mother, although he scatters her by lies and made fun of her, their conversation is very pleasant in the whole. Another time, he calls up a prostitute and then he felt no sexual demands, so the only thing for him is just to entreat Sunny, “Don’t you feel like talking for a while?” “Perhaps you might care to chat for a while.” （Jerome David Salinger, 2001:95） However, in the following days, exchanges became worse and worse. He feels disappointed again and again. Actually, the experience in three days loitering is the process that he seeks understanding and communication. He is always willing to chat with one person on the telephone because he is very lonely and had a thirst for conversing with someone on every chance. With the rebuffed exchange one after another, he has deep intense dissatisfaction to the world. He wants to revolt, but the results tell him that he has to accept the reality and attempt to evade and then proceeds to the next step—compromise. This is the world, unchangeable world. Related to his prolonged inability to communicate, Holden has another intention, that is, to become a deaf-mute. The repulsive world surrounded by the phoniness warns him that he has to be a phony and does what the phony does. He contemplates a retreat within himself, “I figured that I could get a job at a filling station somewhere, putting gas and oil in people’s cars. I didn’t care what kind of job was, though...Just so people didn’t know me and I didn’t know anybody. I thought what I’d do was, I’d pretend I was one of those deaf-mutes. That way I wouldn’t have to have any god dam stupid useless conversation with anybody. If anybody wanted to tell me something, they’d have to write it on a piece of paper and shove it over to me. They’d get bored as hell doing that after a while and then I’d be through with having conversations for the rest of my life.”（Jerome David Salinger, 2001:198）
Therefore, we can see that the choice he makes is still closely connected together with life and human society, although he feels despaired in the reality. On this point, we know that he accepts and comprehends the reality. As to him, to evade is unrealistic in that society. He chooses to walk to a distant place silently. He has no alternative except to compromise. Maybe it is an only inevitable choice for him.
In fact, to fly far and high isn’t Holden’s ultimate choice. He has to struggle with hardship between the ideal and reality in three days in order to find somewhere to sojourn. However after the setbacks one after another, he finally realizes his effort has no avail. Such the place doesn’t exist in fact. The reviewer Wang Lihong puts it by best saying, “There are only two roads faced with Holden, to accept the reality or to enter the mental hospital. He has chosen the former in front of the unchangeable reality. Just as the ending description of novel told us that he consented to return to the school on next September and tries to melt into the society once again.”(Wang Zhenjiang, 2001:180) To his point of view, he wants to become a compromise one hundred percent. On this point, we may obviously feel that Holden’s self-centeredness has broken down and he gradually accepts the world that once rejected him.
3.3 Growing in the Revolt

In the novel, J.D has molded two lovable angelic characters—Holden and his younger sister Phoebe. They are kind-hearted, honest and courageous. They both have compassion and rebellious spirit especially. They abandon the common customs of world’s outlook, and gradually come into being their own ideas. Phoebe is the only good partner to whom Holden could pour out his thought. The lovable and understandable sister awakens Holden’s lonely and rebellious heart as well as the new view of ideas about the world. To be diametrically opposed to social reality, Holden gradually learns how to forgive and accept, even how to form the new ponder and attention to the society. Through the three days and nights’ purgatorial life, Holden not only learns to rebel against the society, but also understands the true significance of growth. In chapter 25 of the novel, Holden sits on the bench nearby the merry-go-round, watching Phoebe and several other children riding the wooden horse. At the same time the music resounded, the children rotate within circle again and again. Holden thinks, “All the kids kept trying to grab for the gold ring, and so was old Phoebe, and I was sort of afraid she’d fall off the goddam horse, but I didn’t say anything or do anything.”（Jerome David Salinger, 2001:211）Holden wants to give Phoebe the protection as parents, but he realizes the best parents are supposed to allow the children to take risk or attempt them to do something. So Holden understands it is necessary for children to experience new things regardless of anything unexpectedly happened. Therefore, he decides to allow Phoebe to grape the golden circle firmly by herself. At the same time, this image has also symbolized the conflict in his innermost feeling. On the one hand, he is not willing to enter and adapt to the adult world. On the other hand, he must grow into maturity. He is no longer a child. From his view, the adult world is filled with the evil and compromise, however, as an adolescent he has to enter the adult world. Only through taking risks bravely can Holden grow up gradually. So he tries to understand the world and tries to live up in a number of the societies. This is obligatory course in the life. Because of Phoebe, he is recovering gradually so that he believed the life—to accept the happiness and sorrow, the beauty and ugliness in the life. “The thing with kids is, if they wanted to grab for the gold ring, you have to let them do it, and not say anything. If they fall off, they fall off, but its bad if you say anything to them.”  （Jerome David Salinger, 2001:211）At that time he becomes mature gradually. The merry-go-round has also symbolized the big stage of life. As same as the merry-go-round, the route of life is also continuous process. Everyone is rotating by certain orbit. So long as he proceeds to revolve, the ending point also becomes the next beginning point. One of academic essays on The Catcher in the Rye concluded: “Holden is not the first person or last person who felt puzzled and resentful to the adult world. So long as “the jockey” grasps the rules, controls himself and adjusts the healthful mentality, no matter what happens outside, it’s always safe for the person who sits on the wooden horse.” (Kong Qiumei, 2001:72)
Chapter 4 Holden—the Innocent image in The Catcher in the Rye

4.1 Holden — A Young Man Loving Pure Childhood Time 

From the novel we may see, Holden hates hypocritical society and also he is sentimentally attached to the nature along with the pure childhood time.
As far as purity is concerned, we could naturally think of pure world. In the novel, the pure world is manifested by some representative personages. The first is his younger brother, Alley, who died many years ago. Holden likes him, not only because of the blood relationship, but also for Alley’s chastity and intelligence. Holden recalls that he sleeps in the garage that very evening when Alley dies. So he insists that he is responsible for his brother’s death. As a result of the extremely sorrowful, he uses the fists to smash the windowpane heavily. Moreover, he also thought that he became a dead man too. Another detail which reflected his deep love is that he preserved Alley’s baseball glove all the time. When Stradlater asks Holden for giving a thesis to himself, Holden writes an article about this pair of glove. He always talks to Alley, as if Alley is still alive. When Phoebe asks Holden to say something or somebody he likes, he always thinks of Alley, his lovely younger brother. Obviously, in Holden’s mind, Alley is the pure symbol forever though he has already died. 
Holden also feels the little girl who wears the roller skates is extremely lovable when running into troublesome business. “Lovable” may regard as the antonym of “hypocritical” which he commonly uses to describe the world. Here, with regard to” lovable”, its meaning covers the merits just as honesty, naive, all of that manifested by the children. Holden also thinks the two nuns he meets are very good, because they are different from his own aunts who could not make the good all along but the nuns do wholeheartedly. Moreover, it is certain that his aunts don’t show up in public places if they don’t paint rouge and powder. As if the nun’s image stands for pure embodiment in adult world. In addition, Holden’s girlfriend Jane, his classmate Richard, who speaks out freely in the spoken language class and also the invariable duck and the fish in the central parks’ shallow water lake, the remains in the museum exhibition and even the red hunter hat which cost him one dollar in New York. All the things appear in Holden’s mind from time to time. These things convey inherent signals in Holden’s subconscious. In “Survey of Contemporary American Novel” Huang Tiechi says, “The signals show us nothing more than two meanings. One is precious affection which Holden loves and always pursues, that is, to be pure, to retain childlike qualities. The other is the ‘freeze-frame’ things, the invariable things, simultaneously all of them manifest his wisdom as well as the dignity.”(Huang Qiushen, 2001:7) Earnestly they are all the valuable things which he yearns for, that are the true, the good, and the beautiful.

4.2 Holden--A Patron God for Children

Holden, the insignificant individual, he feels tired and depressed about the corruption and phoniness when struggling against the sullied world. He is eager to escape to an “innocent and authentic Eden”, where he can seek a pure and sincere life.
4.2.1 The Ideal Eden

In Holden’s eyes, the ideal Eden is the naive world of children. Holden sees the world as an evil, cruel place where everyone feels disgusted. So he retreats away from hypocritical world and people and he is resigned to suffer from loneliness. In contrast to the falsehood and evil of the adult world, the simple nature of children brings him a lot of joy and consolation. His unity with children and his dream about childhood turns to be a heaven which is absolutely necessary in his life. The world of children is crystal-clear and full of warm care and love. Holden insists that children should not be disturbed by the adult world and thus still remains the innocent and genuine human nature.
The ideal Eden urges Holden to take on a role of protector for children. Since, Holden reasons, there is no fulfillment in the adult world, since all it can offer man is frustration or corruption, the only worthwhile task to which he can devote himself is that of the protector who stops children before they enter the world of destruction and phoniness and keeps them in a state of arrested innocence. “Anyway, I keep picturing all these little kids playing some game in this big field of rye and all. Thousands of little kids, and nobody’s around-nobody big, I mean-except me. And I’m standing on the edge of some crazy cliff. What I have to do, I have to catch everybody if they start to go over the cliff-I mean if they’re running and they don’t look where they’re going I have to come out from somewhere and catch them. That’s all I’d do all day. I’d just be the catcher in the rye and all.”（Jerome David Salinger, 2001:173）What he likes to be is the guardian of innocence and the protector of innocents. He insists that the human is pure in his childhood and is not corrupted until he enters adult society.
It is certainty that the ideal Eden is equally to perfect Holy Land. It is for Holden, especially a pure soul’s Eden for human beings.

4.2.2 A Catcher

The author is demanding that Holden should re-examine himself and the values of his life. At last, Holden begins to formulate his thoughts—a bit incoherently, it is true—about what he wants to do with his life. He wants to be the “catcher”—guardian of innocence and the protector of children. He wants to save innocent children from falling into the abyss of adult corruption. He yearns for philosophical significance in his life—to have a great moral purpose above and beyond practice truths. The mission takes on the godlike proportions of a savior. Without sacrilegious intent, he wishes to save humanity from the evil of its ways. As to Holden, whatever unpleasant characteristics a child may display are the results of premature exposure to adult influence. So he wishes children keep their naivety and innocence forever, never growing up and never entering the adult world. To some extent, Holden resolves to be the tower man which makes in a wheat field, saving thousands of innocent children who have the possibility to fall down the cliff.
Chapter 5 Conclusion
In the Catcher in the rye, Salinger presents us a sensitive, rebellious and very elf-conscious adolescent who eek his own identity in relation to an outside world with which he find himself more or less at odds. Through the study and analysis of Holden, we can see that, his initiation has to experience an arduous and painful struggle to achieve some measure of integration with the society.
With relation to the plots of the noel, firstly, he stands as a rebel of society, taking a stance against hypocrisy, obscenity and integrity. He feels tired and depressed about the corruption and phonies. In his rebellion against the so-established values of the adult world, he learns the true significance of the life. As a typical youth, who carries the burden of generosity, love and sensitive feeling in the modern world, Holden, after all, will eventually conform to “phoniness” through the painful journey of his initiation because he wants badly to join the human race. Secondly, he is an adolescent, caught between the worlds of childhood and adulthood. On this point, he demonstrates the need for innocence, honesty and integrity. Childhood in his eyes is the best time in life. Moreover, he is eager to go to an “innocent and authentic Eden” where everybody can seek a pure and sincere life. In the world made of “children angel” and “adult evil”, he wants to be “a catcher in the rye.” Undoubtedly, for him, it is unique lofty job. By and large, in the Catcher in the Rye, Holden is a rebel of the society and also he is a pursuer for ideal.
In a word, Holden Caulfield is the living example reflecting the features of the times. Meanwhile, he is the representative of the contemporary American youth. Whether then or now, his typical image calls for deep thought.
（字数不得少于300字左右，应阐明论文的主要发现。）
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